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Preface
Special Issue of the Sixteenth Australasian Workshop
on Combinatorial Algorithms (AWOCA 2005)
September 18–21, 2005, Ballarat, Australia
The sixteenth Australasian Workshop on Combinatorial Algorithms (AWOCA) was held during September 18–21,
2005, in Ballarat, Victoria, Australia.
AWOCA 2005 was dedicated to Professor Bill Smyth from McMaster University, Canada, on the occasion of his
70th birthday. It was particularly fitting to celebrate Bill’s 70th birthday by dedicating this conference to Bill since
he is one of the original founders of the AWOCA conference and his attendance record of AWOCA is amongst the
highest, if not the highest.
The Invited Speakers at AWOCA 2005 were Lynn Batten, Deakin University, Australia; Rod Downey, Victoria
University of Wellington, NZ; Alan Gibbons, King’s College London, UK; Jamie Simpson, Curtin University, Aus-
tralia; Bill Smyth, McMaster University, Canada; and Anne Street, University of Queensland, Australia.
There were more than 70 participants at AWOCA 2005 from Australia, Japan, USA, UK, Hong Kong, Greece,
Germany, India, Norway, Malaysia, China, Indonesia, Cuba, Vietnam, Canada, and Czech Republic.
Calls for AWOCA 2005 papers were distributed widely around the world. All papers were refereed by at least two
referees. Out of the papers received, 44 were selected for presentation at the conference and appeared in the AWOCA
Proceedings (edited by J. Ryan, P. Manyem, K. Sugeng and M. Miller).
After the conference, expanded versions of a small number of papers have been selected for publication in this
Special Issue of the Journal of Discrete Algorithms.
We thank our sponsors, the University of Ballarat, the School of Information Technology and Mathematical Sci-
ences, and the Centre for Informatics and Applied Optimisation (CIAO) for their support of AWOCA 2005. It would
not have been possible to have a successful conference without all their support.
It remains for us to acknowledge and thank all the members of the Program Committee and the Organising Com-
mittee for their commitment and their excellent and timely work.
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